Welcome To The Created Family Of God!

In our last study we looked at three wonderful gisirthat happen to us the moment we ask Jesus
Christ to become our Saviour and Master.

a) We experience God’s forgiveness

b) We receive new spiritual life

¢) Jesus Christ, God, comes to live within us

But this is not all that happens.

In this study we will look at three more wondertihgs that happen to us the moment we commit our

life to Jesus Christ.

God becomes our Spiritual Father

Romans 8:9-17NIV] “You, however, are controlled not by the sinfuluratbut by the Spiritf the
Spirit of God lives in youAnd if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christdoes not belong to
Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is debdcause of sin, yet your spirit is alive because o
righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raidedus from the dead is living in you, he who dhise
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mab bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.
Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation, busihot to the sinful nature, to live according to i
For if you live according to the sinful nature, yuaiill die; but if by the Spirit you put to deatheth
misdeeds of the body, you will live, becatmese who are led by the Spirit of God are son<zafd.
For you did not receive a spirit that makes youave again to fear, bugou received the Spirit of
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The tBip himself testifies with our spirit that we are
God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs, heir$Gafd and co-heirs with Christ, if
indeed we share in his sufferings in order thatmay also share in his glory.”

When we surrender our lives to Jesus Christ webare again spiritually and enter into the created
family of God.

At that moment our relationship with God changead ®ecomes our Spiritual Father.

Before that moment God was our Creator, we callied God, butnot Father.

Only those who have received Jesus Christ into tiveis can call themselves the children of God.
We can now talk to God as a child talks to their ehly father.

The Greek translaté@bba father” is a very intimate title, expresses two things.

a) The unquestioning trust that an infant has tdw/és parents

b) The intelligent apprehension of an intimatetiefeship.

“Abba father” was a term forbidden to slaves when addressindp¢lae of the family, only used by
children born into the family or adopted by thedeathe family.

Galatians 4:4-7[NIV] “But when the time had fully come, God sent his, Bonn of a woman, born
under law, to redeem those under law, that we migteive the full rights of son8ecause you are
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sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hegrthe Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So
you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since ya a son, God has made you also an heir.”

Under Roman law, an adopted child was guarantdddgall rights to their father’'s property, even if
they had formerly been a slave.

They werenot second-class children but equal to any childrem lrothat family.

We may not have had an earthly father who was alwaygood to us.

At times he may be angry, unkind or unfair in theevine treated us.

Our earthly father may have taken little interesti$, not been there when we needed him.

This isnot what our Heavenly Father is like.

Human fathers are imperfect and may do wrong things

Our Heavenly Father is perfect, right and lovinglinthe ways He deals with His children.

Psalms 103:8-14NIV] “The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow togen, abounding in
love. He will not always accuse, nor will he hanohis anger for ever; he does not treat us as our
sins deserve or repay us according to our inigustid=or as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him; asdarthe east is from the west, so far has he rethove
our transgressions from us.As a father has compassion on his children, so th®RD has
compassion on those who fear him; for he knows hewe are formed, he remembers that we are
dust.”

We are fragile, but our Spiritual Father’s caretiarnal.

Too often we focus on God the Father as Judge amndGiver, ignoring His compassion and care for
us.

When God our Spiritual Father examines our livesyrétmembers our human condition.

Our weaknesses should never be used as an excuse dim, but God takes everything into
account.

God the Father deals with us compassionately, Itinst

We become part of a new family

1 Corinthians 12:12-13[NIV] “The body is a unit, though it is made up of manwanps; and though
all its parts are many, they form one body. Sostwith Christ. For we were all baptised by one
Spirit into one bodywhether Jews or Greeks, slave or free, and we aktrgiven the one Spirit to
drink.”

When we are born into a human family we have bletatives, those who are related to us by birth.

We may have other brothers and sisters who shargatme father, the same source of life.

When we are born again, spiritually by the Holy Spiit into God’s created family, we become
part of a much bigger and far more important family.

We now haveblood” brothers and sisters all over the world.
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All who have been cleansed and made new by thell@bdesus Christ our Saviour, and who have the
same Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ dwelling fllem as we have.

We are related to all theséspiritual” brothers and sisters in a very special way.

Ephesians 4:1-6[NIV] “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge you tedia life worthy of the
calling you have received. Be completely humbbk gantle; be patient, bearing with one another in
love. Make every effort to keep the unity of theitShrough the bond of peacelhere is one body
and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hapgen you were called, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over ald through all and in all.”

We all share and serve the same Lord, Jesus Ghedsd|l have the same Spiritual Father, we all have
the same Holy Spirit dwelling in us.

We all share the same faith, and have the same hope
Because of these things we have in common, nothisigould divide us.

Language, colour of skin, sex, cultural backgrouediicational level, or church denomination [the
way we worship the same Saviour] should never cdivggions or lack of warmth in our fellowship.

Galatians 3:26-29[NIV] “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jmis,for all of you who
were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselvéls @hrist. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave
nor free, male nor femalégr you are all one in Christ JesuslIf you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the prorhise.

No matter what the surface difference we are alloody in Jesus Christ.

Satan’s power has been broken

Hebrews 2:10, 14-19NIV] “In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting th&od, for whom and
through whom everything exists, should make thieoawf their salvation perfect through suffering.”
... “Since the children have flesh and blood, igesus Christjoo shared in their humanity so that
by his death he might destroy him who holds the powf death, that is, the devil, and free those
who all their lives were held in slavery by theadr of death.”

Jesus had to become human with flesh and bloodhatoHe could die and rise again in order to
destroy the power that Satan has over all humargbei

Only then could those who live in the constant fdadeath be freed to live for Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:50-56[NIV] “I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blooanaot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherititherishable. Listen, | tell you a mystery: W8 wi
not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in asfiain the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpetr
the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised émghable, and we will be changed. For the
perishable must clothe itself with the imperishaldad the mortal with immortality. When the
perishable has been clothed with the imperishadhel the mortal with immortality, then the saying
that is written will come true'Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Wher@ death, is your
victory? Where, O death, is your sting?The sting of death is sin, and the power of sthéslaw.”

When we belong to Jesus Christ we neetifear death, because we know that physical deathlysa
doorway to real, eternal life.

Satan seemed to be victorious in the Garden of Rdignthe first human beings and also at the cross
of Jesus Christ the Saviour of all human beings.

But God turned Satan’s apparent victory into defe@zn Jesus Christ rose from the dead.
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Revelation 12:9-11[NIV] “The great dragon was hurled down, that ancient pent called the
devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astréde was hurled to the earth, and his angels with
him. Then | heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Nwwe come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Chrfsbr the accuser of our brothers, who accuses
them before our God day and night, has been huttedn. They overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they didtrlove their lives so much as to shrink from
death.”

We are to continue to overcome the powerful infagethat Satan has over human beings, through the
fear of death and other deceptions.

How?

By using the blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of Gl our witness of His resurrection as He lives
and works in and through us.

Revelation 12:12[NIV] “Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwethem!But woe to the
earth and the sea, because the devil has gone dimwyou! He is filled with fury, because he knows
that his time is short.”

Satan is angry because by the sacrifice and resimmeof our Saviour Jesus Christ we have been
taken out of his power.

Satan will try to get back at us.

Satan will try to accuse us of our past sins aildrés.

Satan will try to tell us that nothing has realbplpened to us.

Satan will put doubts in our minds.

Satan will tell us that we are not good enougha@tcepted by God.

Satan may even use our friends and family to acassand try to pull us away from our new-found
faith in Jesus Christ.

But with Christ living in us we don’t have to beat.

1 John 4:4[NIV] “You, dear children, are from God and have overcdh@am, becausie one who
is in you is greater than the one who is in the Maf

The Spirit of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit in issfar greater than Satan who is now not in usctling
our lives.

1 Peter 5:6-9[NIV] “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’'s mighandh, that he may lift you up
in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him becauwuseares for you. Be self-controlled and al®idur
enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring liomdking for someone to devour. Resist him,
standing firm in the faith,because you know that your brothers throughouirtbdd are undergoing
the same kind of sufferings.”

Lions attack sick, young or straggling animalsythbeoose their victims who are alone or not alert.
Peter warns us to watch out for Satan’s attack wieeare suffering or being persecuted.

Feeling alone, weak, helpless or cut off from othelievers, and so focussed on our personal treuble
we become vulnerable to Satan’s attack.
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During times of trouble seek other Christians fapgort and keep our eyes on Jesus Christ our
Saviour.

James 4:7-8[NIV] “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the deaiid he will flee from you.
Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash hands, you sinners, and purify your
hearts, you double-minded.”

Drawing near to God will cause Satan to flee fran u

Ephesians 6:10-17NIV] “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty @wver. Put on the full
armour of God so that you can take your stand agstithe devil’'s schemed-or our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulersaiagt the authorities, against the powers of thaskd
world and against the spiritual forces of evil retheavenly realms. Therefore put on the full anmo
of God, so that when the day of evil comes, youleagble to stand your ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, withbielt of truth buckled round your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness place, and with youfeet fitted withthe readiness that comes from the
gospel of peaceln addition to all this, take up the shield of Faitvith which you can extinguish all
the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take Hedmet of salvatiorand thesword of the Spiritwhich is
the word of God.”

As Christians we are in a battle against the emvihis world, both physical and spiritual.
We all need this protecting spiritual armour thatd@nakes available to each Christian.
Truth

John 14:6[NIV] “Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth andetlife. No-one comes to the
Father except through me.”

Jesus Christ is the truth, and it was the widetbelt held all the soldiers armour in place.
Righteousness

Romans 4:18, 21-24NIV] “Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed andeoame the father of
many nations, just as it had been said to him, s$Ball your offspring be.” ... “being fully persuaded
that God had power to do what he had promised. s Tiki why“it was credited to him as
righteousness.” The words “it was credited to himere written not for him alone, but also for us,
to whom God will credit righteousness, for us whelieve in him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead.”

Our faith in what God has done for us in JesussCisirewarded by our having the righteousness of
Jesus Christ being credited to us. A great defaga@st Satan.

Gospel Message

Romans 10:13-19NIV] *“for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will lIsaved.” How,
then, can they call on the one they have not bedigun? And how can they believe in the one of
whom they have not heardAnd how can they hear without someone preachirtheam? And how

can they preach unless they are sent? As it idemritHow beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news!”

We need to be comfortable bringing the Good Newslwdit Jesus Christ has done for all humanity,
wherever we walk in life.

Faith

Hebrews 11:6[NIV] “And without faith it is impossible to please Godecause anyone who comes
to him must believe that he exists and that he r@svénose who earnestly seek him.”
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We must always have faith to please God.

2 Corinthians 5:7[NIV] “We live by faith, not by sight.”

Faith in Jesus Christ must be our constant guaathapSatan’s attack.
Salvation

Ephesians 2:8-9NIV] “For it is by grace you have been saved, throughtffia and this not from
yourselvesit is the gift of God, not by works, so that nea@an boast.”

The knowledge that we are saved by faith in whaugeChrist has done for us can protect our mind
from any doubts that Satan can try to put in ourdni

Word of God
Hebrews 4:12[NIV] “For the word of God is living and activeSharper than any double-edged
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul andiggints and marrow;it judges the thoughts and

attitudes of the heart.”

The Word of God as found in the Handbook For Lifes Christian Bible, is to be used to protect us
from the deception of Satan and attack the liesiteaseeks to spread in society.

Clothed in this spiritual armour we are safe from dl that Satan may do.
Prayer

Ephesians 6:18[NIV] “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all ikds of prayers and
requestsWith this in mind, be alert and always keep on prgyor all the saints.”

Any soldier knows that instant communication witbadquarters is essential for any successful battle.

We need to involve God in every part of our livgséilking to Him about every situation we face.

Memory Verse:

Romans 8:15[NIV] “For you did not receive a spirit that makes yoslave again to fear, but
you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him rye“@&bba, Father.”

In the next study we will find out how we can ovare any doubts we may have as to whether we are
a child of God, a Christian.
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