The Triune Nature Of Our Conversion

In the past studies we have meditated on many #natare important to our new life as a Christian.
But before we progress any further | would like youhink about whatconversion” really means.
Acts 2:36-38[NIV] “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: Godshmadehis Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” When the people heard thiey were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and the other apostlé&rothers, what shall we do?”Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christifdrgiveness of your sins. And you will recehee t
gift of the Holy Spirit.”

After Peter’'s powerful spirit-filled message alktpeople were deeply moved and askelat shall
we do?”

John 3:16 [NIV] “For God so loved the world that he gave his onal amly Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eterifal’l

Having accepted the sacrifice of Jesus Christ agbatitute for our own deserved death due to our

rebellious sins, there are three areas of oumifeghich we must take action.

The human side of our conversion

Mark 1:15 [NIV] “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of Gedear.Repent and believe
the good news!”

This is the simple message that Jesus preachedhiand what we must do to enter into the Kingdom
or created family of God.

Repentance

Romans 12:2[NIV] “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of thisnl, butbe transformed by
the renewing of your mindThen you will be able to test and approve what Gadill is, his good,
pleasing and perfect will.”

Repentance takes place in our mind, the humart #mati gives us intellect.

We have to allow God to remake the way we think.

This produces a change of attitude and a chandeedtion in our lives, with new priorities.

To start this process we first have to admit to @G@dare going the wrong way in life and have the
wrong priorities.

Tell God we are sorry for rejecting Him and be il to turn away from these wrong directions.
Faith

John 15:5[NIV] “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man r@man me and | in him, he will
bear much fruitapart from me you can do nothing.”

We have to accept this fact and trust Jesus Ciaristeanse us and begin to work in us to produce
lasting, spiritual fruits.
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John 15:7-8[NIV] “If you remain in me and my words remain in youk agatever you wish, and it
will be given you. This is to my Father’'s glotlgat you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be
my disciples.”

What are the fruits and how are they produced?

Galatians 5:22-25NIV] “But the fruit of the Spiritis love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Agassth things there is no lawThose who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful natureith its passions and desiresSince we live by the
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”

The result of the Holy Spirit living in us and |eagl us.

What did Paul mean Bgrucified the sinful nature™?

Romans 12:1[NIV] “Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God'®rcy, tooffer your bodies as
living sacrifices,holy and pleasing to God, this is your spirituat aEworship.”

Offer our whole life as a living sacrifice, as ar af worship.
John 15:12-14[NIV] “My command is this: Love each other as | have tbyeu. Greater love has
no-one than this, that he lay down his life for hisiends. You are my friends if you do what |

command.”

Love, the first fruit of the Spirit is the end réisof laying down our lives, that is our time and
substance.

We do this for our friends and our chief friendésus Christ.
All this is done by faith, this is our human sideconversion.

The next step we have to take is to accept whatdaeites to do in us.

God’s side — forgiveness and the gift of the Holyd#it

When we call upon our Saviour Jesus Christ in HiEsagmercy, compassion and faithfulness to
forgive us, two very wonderful things happen.

Forgiveness

1 John 1:8-9[NIV] “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive oursslamd the truth is not in us. If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just antl fergive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.”

This is a promise we can claim from God.

Jesus forgives us for our past sins when we ignaneldejected His offer of love.

The penalty for our sins Jesus dealt with on tles<r

The punishment due for our rebellion is paid in. ful

Isaiah 43:25[NIV] “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressjofts my own sake, and
remembers your sins ho more.”

Not only is the record of our sins wiped clean, 8ot blots them out of His memory.

Triune Nature of Our Conversion  www.handbook-for-life.org.uk Page 2



We now can have a brand new start.
The Holy Spirit

John 14:15-18NIV] “If you love me, you will obey what | command. Amdll ask the Father, and
he will give you another Counsellor to be with ydor ever, the Spirit of truth.The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knadms But you know him, for he lives with you and
will be in you. | will not leave you as orphansyill come to you.”

Claim this promise that our Saviour made.
What will happen with the Holy Spirit in us?

John 16:5-15[NIV] “Now | am going to him who sent me, yet none of gsks me, ‘Where are you
going?’ Because | have said these things, youfileel with grief. But | tell you the truth: It ifor
your good that | am going away. Unless | go avibg, Counsellorwill not come to you; but if | go, |
will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of guitt regard to sin and
righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, besaumen do not believe in méy regard to
righteousness, because | am going to the Fatheeraviiou can see me no longer; and in regard to
judgment, because the prince of this world nowdgazondemned. “lI have much more to say to you,
more than you can now bear. But when he, thetSgitruth, comes, he will guide you into all truth
He will not speak on his own; he will speak onlyatvhe hears, and he will tell you what is yet to
come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is me and making it known to youAll that
belongs to the Father is mine. That is why | sl $pirit will take from what is mine and make it
known to you.”

This is the remaking of our mind and thus the wayliwe as‘born again” Christians.

The changes that will be made in us by the Holyi§fiwe let Him, will be like a rebirth.

1 John 5:10-12[NIV] “Anyone who believes in the Son of God has thisntesy in his heart.
Anyone who does not believe God has made him do¢ @ liar, because he has not believed the
testimony God has given about his Sémd this is the testimony: God has given us eterfifd, and
this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not Hev&on of God does not
have life.”

If Jesus is living in us, by the indwelling of thely Spirit, then we already have eternal life.

We have started a life that will go on forever.

The church’s side — baptism and commitment to thedy of
Christ

This third side of our conversion is as essensaha other two.

We have not completely obeyed God without it.

Baptism

Romans 6:1-4[NIV] “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinnimgtheat grace may increase?
By no means! We died to sin; how can we live amyt longer? Odon’t you know that all of us who
were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised iht® death? We were therefore buried with him
through baptism into death in order that, just dwi€t wasraised from the deathrough the glory of
the Fatherwe too may live a new life.”

Baptism is the outward public sign of what has happned in our heart and spirit [mind].
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This is the'body” part of the complet#living sacrifice” mentioned irRomans 12:1

As we go down into the water and are submergedatlere we are sayintgoodbye” to the rule of
our old self-life.

As we rise out of the water we are entering a rifswhere Jesus Christ is our Lord and Master.

We are asked three questions before we are baptised

Have you confessed and repented of your sins?

Do you accept Jesus Christ as your Saviour andéith as a substitute for our own deserved death?
Do you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Master?

We need to honestly séyes” to all these three questions.

The minister will then baptise us into the nameHatity] of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

As we come up out of the water the minister withied us that we are without condemnation as all
our past sins have been cleansed and forgotteroly G

Note we arenot baptised into any denomination of the church.

Commitment to the body of Jesus Christ

Having declared our commitment to Jesus Christudinobaptism, our next step is to commit
ourselves to the body of Jesus Christ on earthChivestian church.

Ask Jesus to help us find a church fellowship wherkle wants us to mature and serve.

What should we look for in the Christian fellowshie need to join?

A fellowship that is spiritually alive: that is, ére are signs that the members are developing and
expressing the fruits of the Spirit. Especiallyddor one another shown in attitude and actiom, no
just words.

A fellowship where God’s Word, the Christian Bibig central to all that is taught.

A fellowship that is deeply involved in fulfillinghe commission that Jesus gave to His disciples, ju
before He left to be our High Priest at the rigabdt of God, the Father on His throne in Heaven.

Matthew 28:18-20[NIV] “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authontyheaven and on earth
has been given to maherefore go and make disciples of all nations, liajng them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spiritnd teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded youAnd surely | am with you always, to the very enthefage.”

Our duty is to teach and nurture those whom Gadligng at this time.

Acts 1:8[NIV] “But you will receive power when the Holy Spiritnaes on you; anglou will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaand to the ends of the earth.”

Allow the Holy Spirit to do His work in and througts.

When we find such a church fellowship we should eiihourselves to that group of Christians and
look for opportunities to serve Jesus Christ ourdland Master in and through that group.
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These are the three sides or natures of our caowers

We all need to ask:-

Have | really beefiborn again” ?

Have | worked through all three of these partsavfversion properly?
Or have | only gone part of the way?

In order for us to experience fully what God has @nned for us, each of these three stages need
to be completed.

This isnot the end of what God wants to do in and throughtis only the beginning.

This is the firm foundation we all need on whichd3man build the work He has for us during the rest
of our life.

Are we laying this firm foundation?

Memory verse:

Acts 2:38[NIV] “Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised, every afigou, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. yaudwill receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Next time we will see what we need to start doiagtphaving laid this firm foundation to our lives.
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