The Call To Surrender

In the last study we saw that Jesus and Jesus @lang hope and our Saviour from the penalty that
our rebellious nature has earned us.

The sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the shedding ofi#ttied, is the substitute for our deserved death.

Is this the totality of what Jesus Christ doesuf®rs sinning, rebellious human beings?

No!

Romans 5:7-10[NIV] “Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous marough for a good man
someone might possibly dare to die. But God detradas his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for usSince we have now been justified by his blood, hmuch more shall

we be saved from God’'s wrath through him!For if, when we were God’'s enemies, we were
reconciled to him through the death of his Son, haweh more, having been reconciled, shadl be
saved through his life!”

“Justification” [being made just as if we had never sinned] i/ ahe essential first step in our
Christian life.

Accepting the sacrificial blood of Jesus Christ 8w of God, cleanses us of our past sins but does
not bring us salvation.

As we read above wishall [future tensepe saved by Higesurrected]ife.”
What does this mean and what is involved in this mcess of salvation?
Remember the two-fold reason for the original ¢ogadf human beings.
“Image” — shadownot the real thing.

“Likeness” — son — two for one — character.

We are talking about a spiritual creation.

In this spiritual creation which is essential far @ternal life in the presence of our Holy Credod,
two components are involved.

Job 32:8 [NIV] “But it is the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that gives him
understanding.”

The spirit element in human life that enables uhitak, plan and choose.

John 14:15-18[NIV] “If you love me, you will obey what | command. Amwdll ask the Father, and
he will give you another Counsellor to be with you faver, the Spirit of truth.The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knams But you know him, for he lives with you and
will be in you. | will not leave you as orphansyill come to you.”

Jesus Christ the Son of God is the second esseatiglonent.

Jesus Himself tells us in the scripture that Hed Gall come to us, be a constant companion, thinoug
the Holy Spirit [the spirit of truth — see ver2@ who is also God.

Jesus mentions also in this scripture we neednmedo the point where we love Him and obey what
He commands.
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John 15:12-16[NIV] “My command is thisLove each otheas | have loved youGreater love has
no-one than this, that he lay down his life for higiends. You are my friends if you do what |
command. | no longer call you servants, becauseraant does not know his master’'s business.
Instead, | have called you friends, for everythingt | learned from my Father | have made known to
you. You did not choose me, but | chose you apdiafed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will
last. Then the Father will give you whatever yok iasmy name.”

Let us meditate on what Jesus is telling us ingbigpture.

This is what He is commanding.

Love other people.

How do we do this?

By sacrificing our own selfish life.

Romans 12:1-2NIV] “Therefore, | urge you, brotheré view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies
as living sacrificesholy and pleasing to God, this is your spirituat af worship. Do not conform
any longer to the pattern of this world, but benstormedby the renewing of your mindThen you
will be able to test and approve what God'’s willig good, pleasing and perfect will.”

Our response to what Jesus has done for us, thedwle never do for ourselvesffer your bodies.”

The Greek word translatédodies” is “soma”, refers to our whole life, body, mind and spirit.

“Living sacrifice” — this reflects Jesus the Son of Man who sacdfidés life but was resurrected
back to life.

This is how we worship our Creator God in a way filaases Him.

This living sacrifice involves thé&renewing” [making new] our mind, andot conforming the way
the rest of humanity, without God, lives.

This living sacrifice is daily laying aside our owasires to follow Jesus Christ.

Surrendering all our energy and resource to Jessigosal and trusting Him to guide us.

Remember that is how we express our gratitudellfthat Jesus has done for us.

Romans 6:1-4[NIV] “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinnimgtheat grace may increase?
By no means! We died to sin; how can we live amyt longer? Odon’t you know that all of us who
were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised ihit® death? We were therefore buried with him
through baptism into death in order thaist as Christ was raised from the dead through tlery of
the Father, we too may live a new life.”

The saméliving sacrifice” attitude of mind is amplified in these verses.

“We die to sin”it mustnot now be a way of life.

“Baptism” — total immersion that is likened to death andduis an outward sign of what has already
happened in our mind, spirit and body.

Following Jesus Christ's example we are resurretttednew life.
The“glory of the Father” refers to the work of the Holy Spirit, whose aetjpresence is essential for

our “new resurrected life.”
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John 3:3-8[NIV] “In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truthp-one can see the kingdom of God
unless he is born again.”"How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemskeal. “Surely he
cannot enter a second time into his mother's waorilietborn!” Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth,
no-one can enter the kingdom of God unless he isrbof water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. Ycdwsild not be surprised at my saying, ‘You mustdra b
again.” The wind blows wherever it pleases. Yoar lits sound, but you cannot tell where it comes
from or where it is going. So it is with everyorerbof the Spirit.”

This new life is a total change like a new birtmattis brought about by the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit.

Note:- This new birth is essential if we are to enter itht® Kingdom [created family] of God.

John 15:16[NIV] “You did not choose me, but | chose you and appdiybu to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will last. Then the Father will give yavhatever you ask in my name.”

All Christians have been called and chosen by God produce lasting fruit.

What are these lasting fruits and how are they prodced?

Lasting fruits cannot be physical because the physots and dies, not lasting.

What is being referred to is character, tileeness” of our Creator God.

How are the fruits produced?

Galatians 5:22-25[NIV] *“ But the fruit of the Spiritis love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Agasgth things there is no law. Those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature \itistpassions and desire§ince we live by the Spirit,
let us keep in step with the Spirit.”

This is a list of the characteristics of the Hole@tor God.

How do we receive these fruits that are eternal?

“Live by the Holy Spirit”— surrender to the influence of the Holy Spirit.

“Keep in step with the Holy Spirit~ allow the Holy Spirit to guide the decisions aftices we
make on a day-to-day basis.

If we desire that these eternal fruits grow in wshvave to be joined to Jesus Christ by the indmglli
of the Holy Spirit.

John 15:1-5[NIV] *“l am the true vine, and my Father is the gardenéte cuts off every branch in
me that bears no fruit, while every branch thatslbear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful. You are already clean because of the dvbhave spoken to you. Remain in me, and | will
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itsélimust remain in the vine. Neither can you beartfr
unless you remain in me. “l am the vine; you dre branches. If a man remains in me and | in him,
he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can duhing.”

Without Jesus Christ in our lives we can do nothirg is lasting.

John 17:3[NIV] “Now this is eternal life:that they mayknow you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom you have sent.”

The word“know” is a very intimate Greek worjnosks”, used to describe the union between a
husband and wife in marriageuke 1:34].
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To have this close relationship with God is the resdt of certain conditions on our part.

Matthew 7:21-23[NIV] “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will &r the kingdom of
heaven,but only he who does the will of my Father whani©iéaven. Many will say to me on that
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your named in your name drive out demons and perform
many miracles?’ Then | will tell them plainly,riever knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!™

Not everyone who claims to be a Christian will be akolvto enter the Kingdom [the created family of
God].

Luke 13:24-28[NIV] “Make every effort to enter through the narrow doobecause many, | tell
you, will try to enter and will not be able tdOnce the owner of the house gets up and closedotbre
you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Spen the door for us.” “But he will answer, ‘I don
know you or where you come from.” “Then you vay s'We ate and drank with you, and you taught
in our streets.” “But he will reply, ‘I don’t knowou or where you come from. Away from me, all you
evildoers!” “There will be weeping there, and ghagy of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of Gad yiou yourselves thrown out.”

There is only one restricted way for us to enterkingdom of God.

God'’s terms for us to enter into the Kingdom of Godare very clear.

1 John 1:8-10[NIV] “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive oursslaamd the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sinshe is faithful and just and will forgive us our siand purify us from all
unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinnedmake him out to be a liar and his word has no
place in our lives.”

We have to admit we are a sinner.

John 3:16-18[NIV] “For God so loved the world that he gave his onedaonly Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eterndiél For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through.hiWhoever believes in him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe stands condemneddgileecause he has not believed in the name of
God'’s one and only Son.”

Believe what Jesus Christ has done for us by Hisdieath and resurrection.

Acts 4:12[NIV] “Salvation is found in no-one elsdpr there is no other name under heaven given to
men by which we must be saved.”

Jesus Christ is Godnly way for us to receive pardon, forgiveness and new life.
This is the only way we can enter into a relatigmstith Jesus Christ.
This is how we begin a brand new life.

Becoming a Christian is NOT just adding something d what we have been before it is a
complete transformation.

Becoming a Christian demands a re-birth, the étdhas to die and a new lifen Christ” begins.

Memory verse:

Romans 5:8[NIV] “But God demonstrates his own love for us in thighile we were stil
sinners, Christ died for us.”

In the next study we will consider what is involhiedbecoming a created child of God.
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