Christian Fellowship

From the moment of birth a baby needs to breatikjtaneeds its mother’s milk.

Another thing a baby needs is warmitat just the warmth of a blanket but the warmth angl th
security of being held close to its mother.

A baby needs to be loved, accepted and feel cardu/fits parents and older brothers and sisters.
Hebrews 10:24-25Living Bible] “In response to all H§Jesus Christhas done for udet us outdo
each other in being helpful and kind to each othand in doing goodet us not neglect our church
meetingsas some people do, bemcourage and warn each otheespecially now that the day of His
[Jesus Christ’stoming back is drawing near.”

As a new Christian our needs are the same as amean baby.

We need to begin breathing spiritually and we nbedmilk of God’s Word, the Christian Bible, our
Handbook For Life.

But the other important ne@ee have is to feel accepted, loved and cared fiorthe family of God.

We need to experience the warmth of Christian land fellowship surrounding us right from the
beginning of a life as a child of God.

In this spiritually cold world, we wilhot last long without the warmth and support of othari§tians.

Remember we are part of God’s family

When we are born again spiritually we are born @&tal’s created family.

We now have many other spiritual brothers andsistrillions all around the world.
As Christians we need each other, God planneaitthy.

We all need God as our Heavenly Father, but we alsteed to be part of a warm and accepting
group of fellow believers.

We are God’'s“called out ones”

The church isot the building where Christians meet, but the peoygle meet together in a certain
building.

Romans 16:5[NIV] “Greet also the church that meets at their houséreet my dear friend
Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ enfihovince of Asia.”

The early Christians met in people’s houses, raptegially constructed building.
The word“church” meanscalled out ones”.

God’s true church is made up of people who have besdled out” of the kingdom of darkness into
the kingdom of light.
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1 Peter 2:9-10[NIV] “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthoodhady nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praisfeBimwho called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light. Once you were not a people, maw you are the people of Godnce you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

We now belong to a different group of people.

We have beefcalled out” of the darkness of ignorance of who we are angldwes that God has for
all humanity.

1 Thessalonians 5:4-1INIV] “But you, brothers, are not in darknesso that this day should
surprise you like a thiefYou are all sons of the lightnd sons of the day. We do not belong to the
night or to the darkness. So then, let us noikeedthers, who are asleep, but let us be alert saitt
controlled. For those who sleep, sleep at nightj hose who get drunk, get drunk at night. But
since we belong to the day, let us be self-comrtrplputting on faith and love as a breastplate, trad
hope of salvation as a helmet. For God did notaappus to suffer wrath but to receive salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us Isat,twhether we are awake or asleep, we may live
together with him.Therefore encourage one another and build each athe, just as in fact you are
doing.”

Because of our accepting what Jesus Christ hasfdoms. We are now children of God who walk in
the light of understanding why we are given lifehasnan beings and what God has planned for us His
“born again” children.

Colossians 1:12-13NIV] *“giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified ytau share inthe
inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.For he has rescued us from the dominion of
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of theH&doves,”

We should constantly give thanks for this transfation that has happened in our lives,‘ealled

out” created children of God.

No matter where Christians meet, that is where thehurch of God
resides

The church is composed of all who have answeredsGazall to become born-again believers, who
know and accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour.

Romans 8:9[NIV] “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful urat but by the Spirit, if the
Spirit of God lives in you. Andl anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, heedonot belong to
Christ.”

The church is also those who have the Holy Spiviéling in them and directing their lives.

Why do we need to belong?

Isn’'t my personal relationship with Christ enoughhake me a strong Christian?
Isn't my daily Bible reading and prayer all thatded?

The answer is No!

Like a new born baby, without the warmth of love anl fellowship we really suffer as a Christian
and may not survive.

Christian Fellowship www.handbook-for-life.org.uk Page 2



We need nurture and care

We all need more mature Christians to mentor ascife us.
We need to be taught by example how to walk marsety with Jesus Christ.

We need to develop relationships with other Clamgiwho are on the same journey we are making in
life to be encouraged and helped along the way.

Hebrews 10:23-24NIV] “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we professhie who promised is
faithful. Andlet us consider how we may spur one another on tmigdove and good deeds.”

There is only one way this can be done effectively.

Hebrews 10:25NIV] “Let us not give up meeting togethesis some are in the habit of doing, but let
us encourage one another, and all the more as geulse Day approaching.”

We are never meant to walk this Christian journey & by ourselves.

We need encouragement and support

Ephesians 4:11-13NIV] “It was he [Jesus Christiwho gavesome to beapostles,some to be
prophets,some to bevangelistsand some to bpastorsandteachers, to prepare God's people for
works of serviceso that the body of Christ may beilt up until we allreach unityin the faith and in
the knowledge of the Son of God dmedtome matureattaining to the whole measure of the fulness of
Christ.”

God has provided His church with people who havéemdint gifts to help all in each church
fellowship to grow towards spiritual maturity.

Ephesians 4:14-1NIV] “Then we willno longerbe infantstossed back and fortly the waves,
and blown here and theiey every wind of teachingnd by the cunningand craftiness of men in
their deceitful scheming.Instead, speaking the truth in lowge will in all things grow up into him
who is the Head, that is, Christ.From him the whole body, joined and held togethgrelery
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself upawe, as each part does its work.”

God has provided pastors and teachers in His chargive stability and to enable members to avoid
being led away from the One who is Head of the du¥esus Christ.

God’s people are then led and feed in the right. way

Without these ministries we would lack the directim and the needed spiritual nourishment in
order to grow into a strong disciple of Jesus Chris

We have a part to play

In the church family we receive and we give.

1 Corinthians 12:12-13[NIV] “The body isa unit, though it isnade up of many partsand though
all its parts are many, they form one body. Se ivith Christ. For we were all baptised by oneriBpi

into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slave er, ftad we were all given the one Spirit to drink.”

The New Testament speaks of the church a%ibdy of Christ”.
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Just as the human body has many parts that aerddiff yet each is essential to enable the boady as
whole to work effectively, so it is in the body Ghrist, the church.

Ephesians 5:23NIV] “For the husband is the head of the wifeGlsrist is the head of the church,
his body, of which he is the Saviour.”

Jesus Christ is the Head of the Body which is Higrch.

1 Corinthians 12:1[NIV] “Now aboutspiritual gifts, brothers, | do not want you to be ignorant.”
Each member of the body, the church, has recepeitusl gifts.

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 [NIV] “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same SpiritThere are
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. ré&fae different kinds of working, but the same God
works all of them in all men.”

These personal gifts may differ from one another.

Yet all are needed to combine together in ordettHerwork Christ is doing through His people may
be accomplished in the world.

1 Corinthians 12:7[NIV] “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spiriiigen for the common
good.”

Each of us has been given a spiritual gift andngportant part to play within the church for the doo
of the church as a whole.

Our task is to recognise that gift and use it to tha full.

1 Corinthians 12:8-11[NIV] “To one there is given through the Spirit theessage of wisdonto
another themessage of knowleddey means of the same Spirit, to anotfaéth by the same Spirit, to
anothergifts of healingby that one Spirit, to anothemiraculous powersto anotherprophecy,to
anotherdistinguishing between spiritap anotherspeakingin different kinds of tonguesand to still
another thanterpretation of tongues.All these are the work of one and the same Spmit,he gives
them to each one, just as he determines.”

God has the overall plan for each congregatioheénxorldwide church.

This plan is like a large jigsaw puzzle, if justeguart is missing the picture is not complete.

1 Corinthians 12:14-19[NIV] “Now the body is not made up of one part but of nyanf the foot
should say, “Because | am not a hand, | do notiglim the body,” it would not for that reason cease
to be part of the body. And if the ear should sBgcause | am not an eye, | do not belong to the
body,” it would not for that reason cease to betpzrthe body. If the whole body were an eye, wher
would the sense of hearing be? If the whole bodg ae ear, where would the sense of smell be? But
in fact God has arranged the parts in the bodyrewme of them, just as he wanted them to lbe.
they were all one part, where would the body be?”

Don’t envy others who have different parts to playt seek to use our gift to the full.

John 13:35[NIV] “By this all men will know that you are my discigléf youlove one another.”

One essential gift we all need to ask God for isue of our brethren in our fellowship.

We all need to ask God to help us find a fellowskgcan join that is:-

Spiritually alive where Jesus Christ is central;
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Where the Bible is clearly preached and obeyed;
Where members love each other and it shows in &yetley treat one another.
Sadly,not all churches are like this!

But remember, there are no perfect churches faralimade up of imperfect people who are, little by
little, being changed to become like Jesus Christ.

All of us are as Christians, as created childrenGoid are gradually being moulded into His
“likeness”.

This moulding takes place within the body of Chriise Christian church.

Memory verse:

Hebrews 10:25[NIV] “Let us not give up meeting together, as some authé habit of doing,
but let us encourage one another, and all the nasrgou see the Day approaching.”

In the next study we will consider the triune natwf our conversion, and what is meant by
conversion.
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