Can We Be Sure Of Our Christianity?

Many doubts can torture us after our commitmedigisus Christ.

Mark 9:15-24 [NIV] “As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they werentnvatmed with wonder and
ran to greet him. “What are you arguing with thalout?” he asked. A man in the crowd answered,
“Teacher, | brought you my son, who is possessed Igpirit that has robbed him of speech.
Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the groudel foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and
becomes rigid. | asked your disciples to drive tha spirit, but they could not.” “O unbelieving
generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall | steyth you? How long shall | put up with you? Bring
the boy to me.” So they brought him. When thetsgamw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a
convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled aroufoaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the boy’'s
father, “How long has he been like this?” “From d¢thood,” he answered. “It has often thrown him
into fire or water to kill him.But if you can do anything, take pity on us and Ipeus.” “If you
can'?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for himwho believes.” Immediately the boy’s father
exclaimed;1 do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”

| feel all of us can relate to this man at times.

How can | be sure | am a Christian?

| invited Jesus to come into my life, but I'm nots it has happened.

How can | be sure that God has forgiven my sins?

Am | really a part of God's created family?

I’'m sure we all at times have had similar questionsur minds.

We should expect doubts to come into our minds

As a physical human being doubts in what are spirftacts is normal.

This even happens to older Christians.

Don’t be surprised when doubts come, but be ready.

We must know how to deal with these doubts.

Genesis 3:1-9NIV] “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of thielanimals the LORD God
had made. He said to the womdiid God really say,’You must not eat from any tree in the
garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may feuit from the trees in the garden, but God
did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree tlgain the middle of the garden, and you must not
touch it, or you will die.™ “You will not surely die,”the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

Part of Satan’s attackon human beings, whom he is trying to destroy,been from the beginning
and stillis to infect our minds with doubt. Doubt in what God has said and promised.

Having been rescued from Satan’s control, we haegene his enemy.

What must be our answer to these doubts?
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Believe God’s Word not our feelings

The only way to overcome such attacks is to knosarty what God has said and promised in His
Handbook For Life, the Christian Bible.

Titus 1:1-2 [NIV] “Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesusigtior the faith of God’s elect
and the knowledge of the truth that leads to gediina faith and knowledge resting on the hope of
eternal life, which God, who does not liptomised before the beginning of time,”

God does not lie, He does not need to, becausasimbre than enough power and authority to bring
to fruition all that He promises.

Hebrews 13:8[NIV] “JesusChrist is thesame yesterday and today and for ever.”

Jesus Christ who is God and came to reveal Godrt@h beings does not change His mind.

John 14:6-9[NIV] “Jesus answered] am the way andhe truth and the life. No-one comes to the
Father except through me. If you really knew noel, would know my Father as well. From now on,
you do know him and have seen him.” Philip saldhrt, show us the Father and that will be enough
for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Rhikven after | have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Fathercih you say, ‘Show us the Father'?”

Jesus introduces Himself ‘dbe truth”.

Everything that Jesus Christ said and promisedeamlied on as it is the truth.

We must rest our faith and hope on God’'s Word akesp by Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy
Spirit.

John 14:26[NIV] “But the Counsellorthe Holy Spirit,whom the Father will send in my namel|
teach you all things and will remind you of evenytiy | have said to you.”

The Holy Spirit, who is working with us and if iied will come into our lives to direct them, will
bring to remembrance, when needed, the words asJelrist.

Use these words of promise and encouragementdiata our doubts.

John 16:12-13[NIV] “I have much more to say to you, more than you maw bear. But when he,
the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you intdl truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak
only what he hears, and he will tell you what istgecome.”

The Holy Spirit will also lead us into all truth.

The disciples were not ready at that time to bghiaby Jesus all what was needed to be made known,
because the Holy Spirit was yet to be given to them

God doeshot unload all the truth on His children at one timer finite minds could not accommodate
it all.

We are all given what we need to mature when wd itee

When doubt comes into our minds, ask God to usepthsence of the Holy Spirit in our lives to
convict us of God’s promises and faithfulness télfinose promises.

We mustnot rely on our feelings, for our feelings can changetone day to another.

Rely on God’s Word which does not ever changetfisr éternal.
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We are accepted by God because of Jesus Christ

Ephesians 2:8-9NIV] “For it is by grace you have been saved, throughtffia and this not from
yourselvesit is the gift of God, not by works, so that no-cae boast.”

We are saved from eternal death by God’'s Graceegamted favour] that is through Jesus Chnist,
by anything we may have done.

Don’t make the mistake of thinking that God acceptsus because of some good in us or some
good works we have done.

If we have this mistaken idea, then when we siricivive will do, we will feel rejected by God and
that He has changed His mind about our being Hid.ch

John 6:37-40[NIV] *“All that the Father gives me will come to me, amdoever comes to me | will
never drive away.For | have come down from heaven not to do myhwillto do the will of him who
sent me. And this is the will of him who senttima, | shall lose none of all that he has given g,
raise them up at the last dayFor my Father’s will is that everyone who looks the Son and
believes in him shall have eternal lifand | will raise him up at the last day.”

When we commit our lives to Jesus Christ, our liaesput into God'’s hands.

John 10:27-30[NIV] “My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and tfadpw me. | give them
eternal life, and they shall never perisip-one can snatch them out of my handy Father, who
has given them to me, is greater than all; no-ome snatch them out of my Father’'s hand. | and the
Father are one.”

God’s hands are very safe hands.

John 3:16 [NIV] *“For God so loved the world that he gave his on& amly Son, thatvhoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eterndiél”

Jesus Christ’'s main task is to save all humanity.

1 Timothy 1:15-16[NIV] “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves fulceptance Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom | ane tworst. But for that very reason | was shown
mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Chregud might display his unlimited patience as an
example for those who would believe on him andivecsernal life.”

Trust in God’s unlimited patience.

1 Timothy 2:3-4[NIV] “This is good, and pleas&Sod our Saviour, who wants all men to be saved
and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”

God’s plan of salvation for all humanity, His desior all to become His children.

2 Peter 3:9[NIV] “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some unaedsslowness. Ha
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, bexeryone to come to repentance.”

God doesn’'t want anyone to perish, but desiresfalls to come to repentance so He can forgive our
sins.

Romans 8:15-17NIV] “For you did not receive a spirit that makes yowlave again to fear, but
you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him wye ‘@bba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God’s childrenNow if we are children, then we are heirs, heir&Gafd
and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in $idferings in order that we may also share in his

glory.”
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If we allow Him the Holy Spirit will, when neededemind us that we are created children of God.
We do not have to fear failure if we realise itlisough what Jesus Christ has done for us that we

become created children of God, and are offereti@téfe with our Spiritual Father.

The signs of the new life within us

The first letter of the apostle John has been dé&éidetter for doubters”.

It is written for those who aneot sure about their relationship with Jesus Christ.

In this letter John gives us four tests or signshiow that we belong to the created family of God.
Obedience

1 John 2:3-6[NIV] “We know that we have come to know him if we oliegdmmands. The man
who says, “I know him,” but does not do what he n@nds is a liar, and the truth is not in hirBut

if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly magemplete in him.This is how we know we are in

him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk asudedid.”

Before we became a Christian we did our own thimg,lived our lives the way we wanted to, we
followed our natural desires.

The sign that we have now become a created chiloadf is that we desire to obey what Jesus Christ
has commanded us.

We have this growing desire to please God by daingt He wants us to do.

A changed life

1 John 3:4-10[NIV] “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sidawlessness. But you know
that he appeared so that he might take away owg. gind in him is no sin. No-one who lives in him
keeps on sinning. No-one who continues to sin hlasreseen him or known him. Dear children, do
not let anyone lead you astray. He who does whagid is righteous, just as he is righteous. Hsow
does what is sinful is of the devil, because thel i@s been sinning from the beginnifidne reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the dewitsk. No-one who is born of God will continue to
sin, because God’'s seed remains in him; he canmangsinning, because he has been born of God.
This is how we know who the children of God aaad who the children of the devil arknyone who
does not do what is right is not a child of God; ms anyone who does not love his brother.”

Before we became a Christian, we were a slavento si

This means we were controlled by certain humatudts and habits.

What about now?

Do we see changes taking place?

We won't be perfect all at once, but we will ndtgidoing wrong things anymore.

Our conscience will actively cause us to repentrwiie are shown through God’s Word that we have
sinned.

The time span between our sin and our repentaritgradlually be shortened.

We have this constant desire to live the way teatgd Christ has shown us by His personal example.
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Belief about Jesus

1 John 2:18-25[NIV] “Dear children, this is the last hour; and as yoave heard that the antichrist
is coming, even now many antichrists have comes. isHiow we know it is the last hour. They went
out from us, but they did not really belong to Eer if they had belonged to us, they would have
remained with us; but their going showed that nafiechem belonged to us. But you have an
anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know thuth. | do not write to you because you do not
know the truth, but because you do know it and liez&o lie comes from the truth. Who is the liar?
It is the man who denies that Jesus is the ChriStich a man is the antichrist, he denies the Father
and the Son. No-one who denies the Son has the Father; whoeslaroavledges the Son has the
Father also. See that what you have heard fronb#gnning remains in you. If it does, you alsd wil
remain in the Son and in the Father. And thishethe promised us, even eternal life.”

Before we became a Christian, Jesus meant notbings tpersonally, in fact we could have been
vocally anti-Christ, using Christ's name only in@pusive manner.

What do we now think about Jesus?

Do we now believe Him to be the Son of God?

Do we have a new respect and love for Jesus?

Romans 10:9-1NIV] “That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Ld” and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you wi# baved.For it is with your heart that you believe
and are justified, and it is with your mouth thatuyconfess and are saved. As the Scripture says,
“Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to sleaim

Are we now able to confess that as a Christiantésitis Christ is our Master and Saviour?

We do this because we believe it in our hears, thé new driving force of our life.

Love

1 John 2:9-11[NIV] *“Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates bisther is still in the
darkness. Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, anldete is nothing in him to make him
stumble. But whoever hates his brother is in the darknesswaalks around in the darkness; he does
not know where he is going, because the darknesbliraed him.”

If God is our Father this will show itself by thexywwe love His other children.

For we now belong to His created family.

1 John 3:14-18[NIV] “We know that we have passed from death to lifecéese we love our
brothers.Anyone who does not love remains in death. Anydrehates his brother is a murderer,
and you know that no murderer has eternal life iim.h This is how we know what love is: Jesus
Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought tay down our lives for our brotherslf anyone has
material possessions and sees his brother in naetids no pity on him, how can the love of God be
in him? Dear children, let us not love with wostongue but with actions and in truth.”

Are we willing to lay down our lives for our bretm?

That is be willing to give of our time and inconw gupply the needs of others who are now also
created children of God.

John 13:34-35[NIV] “A new command | give you: Love one another. As &ve loved you, so you
must love one anotherBy this all men will know that you are my discipiégou love one another.”

Love for other Christians is a clear sign that wee@ne of Jesus’ followers.
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If all that has been mentioned above is startinigajopen in our lives, then we can be sure thatreve a
now a created child of God.

When doubts come we need to put our trust in Gadbsd, as we have just done.

Ask Jesus Christ again to be the Lord and Masteupfife and yield to the Holy Spirit whom He has
sent to be our constant companion and Teacher.

Stand firm against Satan’s accusations, quoting b@adim the faith you have in God’s promises
made to us through Jesus Christ.

There is no reason for us to live in doubt.

Romans 8:37-39NIV] “No, in all these things we are more than conqusrthrough him who loved
us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, ribier angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nalepth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of Gibt is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Always remember this promise, be convinced thigttitue, because the God we worship cannot lie.

Memory Verse:

John 5:24[NIV] ‘I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word andiéees him who sent me
has eternal life and will not be condemned; he ¢drassed over from death to life.”

Next time we will continue to meditate on what anging in our lives since we became created
children of God.
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